Making Observations and Using the Five Senses
Lesson #4: Sorting Objects
Book(s): Unit 1 – Miss Bindergarten Takes a Field Trip (sorting shapes, last page)

Time Frame: 20-30 minutes
Learning Standards: 

Science

Physical Science: Observable Properties of Objects
1) Sort objects by observable properties such as size, shape, color, weight, and texture. 
Life Science: Living Things and Their Environment

1) Recognize that people and other animals interact with the environment through their senses of sight, hearing, touch, smell and taste.

Skills of Inquiry

· Ask questions about objects, organisms, and events in the environment.

· Tell about why and what would happen if?
· Make predictions based on observed patterns.
Student will be able to:
1) Sort different objects according to size, shape, color, and texture.  
Anticipatory Set:  Ask all of the students to stand up and then move to opposite sides of the room as directed.  This activity should model how different things can be sorted.  For example, ask boys to go to one side and girls to the other side.  Ask everyone with brown hair to go to one side.  Ask everyone with a blue shirt on to go to one side.  Ask anyone who has a brother to go to one side.  Discuss this activity and how scientists can make observations to separate and group different objects.  
Activity:  
1) Place a collection of colored blocks (at least 3 colors and 3 different shapes) in front of the room.  Ask the students how these blocks can be sorted and organized.  Using student suggestions, separate the blocks by both shape and color.  Emphasize that there is no right or wrong way to classify the blocks as long as they are all classified in the same way.  
2) Give each student (or pair of students) a sorting challenge.  Ask them to sort and organize a pile of small objects (just as the class did with the blocks).  They may use size, shape, color, or texture to sort the objects.  
3) Check the sorting methods and if students finish sorting their objects then ask them to sort them in a new way.  

4) Ask different students to share how they sorted the objects and ask students which senses they used to sort the objects.  
Closure:  Place a series of leaves in front of the classroom.  They should be different sizes, shapes, and types.  Ask the students for ideas about how the leaves could be sorted and sort them as time permits.  
Assessment: Participation in class discussions and activities
Resources and Materials: Geometric shapes (varying colors), sorting objects (small plastic objects of different colors and sizes) and plastic containers, different types of leaves
